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•Agenda for today
• Informal Learning

• Library Space

• Literary Café and Writer-in-
Residence events

• Lessons Learned

•Getting Started

•Q&A

Background & Outline
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Informal Learning is...

“Learning from experience that takes 
place outside formally structured, 
institutionally sponsored, classroom-
based activities” (Watkins & Marsick, 1992, p. 288)

• Characteristics:
• Learning occurs holistically across 

multiple environments

• Learning is informal and accessible

• Learning happens in a non-
threatening setting
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Literary Café
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Literary Café
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Literary Café: the 
nuts and bolts

• Location

• Build your audience

• Be flexible

• Collect feedback
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CDWP: Zine 
Workshop, Café, 
and Wrap-Up
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Lessons Learned

• Start early 

• Personal touch

• Be flexible and keep an open mind

• Expect the unexpected

• Assessment
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Getting Started

• Consider library space for informal learning programming

• Find campus partners

o Faculty of Arts, Sciences, Student Union

• Colleagues in the library and the institution

• Brainstorm ideas that fit with your space and student interests

o Science fair, creative workshops, themes or topics that are in the news

• Start small and have refreshments! 
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Thank you! 
Questions? 
Please feel free to connect with us.

Christena McKillop
christena.mckillop@ucalgary.ca

Kathleen James
kathleen.james@ucalgary.ca 
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